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with chronic ear infections, those with known genetic defects, 
and children with fetal alcohol syndrome, neurological defects, 
or delayed language.

Public Law 99–457 mandates that speech–language 
pathologists evaluate and treat children between the ages of 
3 and 5. When providing services to infants, toddlers, and 
preschoolers, assessment of the family—its strengths, needs, 
and interaction patterns—is as important as the evaluation 
of the child. Because the structure of the American family 
is changing, caregivers other than parents may be involved 
in treatment strategies. Many of the newly developed rating 
scales, which specifically analyze communication-promoting 
behaviors between a child and his or her caregiver, reflect the 
importance of this relationship. This type of observation is a 
valuable tool in quantifying strengths and weaknesses in daily 
communicative interactions—for example, the level of vocab-
ulary used with the child, the number of attempts to engage 
the child in communication, the quality of voice animation 
and body language, responses to the child’s attempts to com-
municate, and imitation of the child’s efforts—and planning 
appropriate remediation strategies.

Evaluation of language skills in the preschool child 
should always include such measures as adaptive behavior 
scales, parent interviews, and informal language sampling. 
More formal assessment tools for examining language in very 
young children are increasing in number. Many of these tests 
are developmental scales that look at language as part of the 
assessment process.

Preschoolers with speech and language impairments 
(whether as a primary or secondary disability) generally thrive 
in general education classrooms. These settings provide daily 
interactions with peer models and exposure to a rich variety of 

experiences. Children have the opportunity to observe, learn, and practice age-appro-
priate social, communication, and cognitive skills. The single most essential element 
of language intervention in these settings is arranging the environment (McCormick, 
2003b). Environmental arrangement entails selection and use of materials, arrange-
ment of the physical space, and the provision of structure to activities.

Adolescents and Adults With  
Speech and Language Impairments
Transitioning from high school to the adult world presents a special challenge for 
professionals involved with adolescents with speech and language impairments. Many 
of these individuals encounter situations and issues that are similar to those faced by 
other young adults with and without disabilities such as employment decisions, living 
arrangements, and postsecondary educational choices to mention only a few. This is a 
period of rapid change that is compounded by a host of social, emotional, and psycho-
logical factors. Searching for one’s own identity, coping with emerging sexuality, and 
striving for independence are just some of the complex issues that are exacerbated by 
communication difficulties. Working effectively with adolescents who exhibit speech 

The sooner early intervention begins for a youngster with 
communication disorders, the more promising the outcomes.
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